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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  statute  acres,  4,719. 

Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913  =  53,948. 

Total  births  =  951.  Boys,  492.  Girls,  459. 

Birth-rate  zr  17-62  per  1,000. 

Illegitimate  births  —  53.  Percentage  =  5-56. 

Total  deaths  =  638. 

Death-rate  =  11-82  per  1,000. 

Correction  factor  =  0*9,322.  Corrected  death-rate  =  1102 
Deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  =  24. 

Rate  per  1,000  =  0-448. 

Deaths  under  one  year  =  79.  Rate  per  1,000  births  =  83-07 
Percentage  of  deaths  not  medically  certified  =  0  0. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Medical  Officer’s  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Oxford. 

To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  during  the  year  1913. 

A  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  will  be  found  on  the 
opposite  page.  The  most  striking  feature  is  the  lowness 
of  the  birth-rate,  which  is  i'43  less  than  in  1911,  the  lowest 
previous  record.  In  my  last  report  I  pointed  out  that  in 
recent  years  the  ratio  of  male  to  female  births  had  been 
steadily  declining,  until  in  1912  it  was  100  :  107.  'The  fact 
that  in  1913  the  ratio  was  practically  reversed  is  worthy  of 
note,  but  the  data  are  quite  inadequate  to  justify  us  in 
tracing  any  connection  between  the  altered  ratio  of  males 
to  females  and  the  sudden  drop  in  the  birth-rate. 

The  death-rate  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  1912,  while  the 
infant  mortality  rate  shows  a  considerable  increase.  It  was 
only  to  be  expected  that  there  would  be  more  deaths  from 
diarrhoea!  diseases  than  in  1912,  but  the  increase  of  deaths 
under  one  week  of  age  from  15  to  32  emphasises  the  fact 
that  steps  to  reduce  infant  mortality  must  be  taken  before, 
as  well  as  after,  the  birth  of  the  children. 

It  is  a  great  disappointment  that  the  scheme  drawn  up, 
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after  much  careful  consideration,  for  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  tuberculosis,  and  incidentally  forwarding  the 
sanitary  work  of  the  City,  is  being  delayed  through  no  fault 
of  the  City  Council,  and  we  can  only  hope  that  the  present 
year  will  see  it  an  accomplished  fact. 

The  task  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee 
has  proved  difficult  and  tedious,  but  some  good  work  has 
been  done. 

The  work  of  a  Sanitary  Authority  is  never  complete,  but 
recently  especially  the  duties  hav§  increased  at  an  alarming 
rate,  and  at  the  beginning  of  each  new  year  the  ever-growing 
burden  fills  one  with  a  feeling  of  helplessness. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  were  24  deaths  from  the  so-called  seven  chief 
zymotic  diseases,  viz.  Measles,  1  ;  Whooping  Cough,  3 ; 
Diarrhoeal  diseases  (children  under  two  years  of  age),  17; 
and  Diphtheria,  3 ;  corresponding  to  a  rate  of  ©‘448  per 
1,000,  a  satisfactory  figure. 

The  details  will  be  found  in  Tables  II,  Ila  and  Ilfr,  and 
the  deaths  in  lie,  II d  and  III. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  rose  from  53  to  73,  but  the 
majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  all  recovered. 
There  was  no  special  outbreak  and  the  close  of  the  year  was 
marked  by  an  unusual  freedom  from  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

The  total  number  of  cases  was  19,  but,  unfortunately,  3 
terminated  fatally — one  adult  with  an  attack  of  an  extremely 
virulent  character,  and  two  children.  The  fatality  was  high, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  disease  may  easily  be 
mistaken  for  a  simple  cold  or  sore  throat,  and  when  there  are 
‘  no  cases  about’,  the  true  nature  of  the  illness  is  often  not 
suspected  until  too  late. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

Four  cases  were  notified  and  all  recovered.  In  two  in¬ 
stances  the  infection  was  undoubtedly  contracted  away  from 
Oxford,  and  in  the  third  it  was  probable  that  such  was  the 
case.  In  the  remaining  instance,  no  definite  source  of  infec¬ 
tion  could  be  discovered,  but  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  patient  had  drunk  unfiltered  river  water. 

Spotted  Fever  and  Infantile  Paralysis. 

No  cases  reported. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Elementary  Schools. 

The  weekly  returns  from  the  Elementary  Schools  afford 
most  valuable  information  as  to  the  prevalence  of  diseases  of 
various  sorts  in  the  City,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Wake  not  only  for  keeping  me  informed  from  week  to  week, 
but  also  for  providing  me  with  half-yearly  summaries. 

In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  the  same  course 
has  been  adopted  as  in  past  years.  No  children  attacked  by, 
or  living  in  houses  infected  with,  either  of  these  diseases  are 
allowed  to  return  to  school  without  a  medical  certificate, 
wThich,  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  is  only  given  after  a 
bacteriological  examination. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  numbers,  etc.,  of  certificates 
issued  during  1913. 


School  Certificates,  1913. 


School. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Infants. 

Tot. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Central 

3 

I 

4 

Cowley  St.  John 

•  • 

I 

2 

3 

East  Oxford 

•  * 

I 

1 

Holywell  . 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

Holy  Trinity 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

4 

New  Hinksey  . 

•  • 

I 

I 

•  ■ 

2 

St.  Aldate’s 

•  • 

»  . 

1 

1 

St.  Aloysius 

2 

1 

I 

4 

St.  Barnabas 

•  • 

I 

I 

I 

3 

St.  Clements 

1 

1 2 

9 

22 

St.  Ebbe’s  . 

•  • 

4 

I 

5 

St.  Frideswide  . 

3 

1 

I 

1 

1 

7 

St.  Giles 

•  . 

s  , 

•  • 

.  . 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  . 

2 

1 

.  . 

3 

SS.  Mary  and  John  . 

3 

4 

3 

•  • 

10 

St.  Paul 

•  • 

•  • 

,  . 

•  • 

St.  Peter-in-East 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey 

•  • 

•  . 

2 

2 

SS.  Philip  and  James 

3 

1 

•  • 

4 

St.  Thomas 

.  • 

I 

•  • 

2 

3 

South  Oxford  . 

5 

2 

6 

10 

23 

Summertown 

4 

5 

1 

«  • 

10 

Wesle}^an  . 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Convent 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Totals 

29 

4 

36 

4 

35 

7 

On  the  whole  the  schools  did  not  suffer  much  from  infec¬ 
tious  diseases.  The  loss  of  life  from  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  was  small,  1  death  from  the  former  disease  and  3 
from  the  latter  against  14  and  7  respectively  in  1912.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  form  of  colds  and  influenza 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  nearly  1,000  children  being  re¬ 
ported  absent  during  the  week  ending  February  7th. 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  among  the 

Elementary  Schools. 

The  schools  are  divided  into  seven  groups,  viz. ,  East  Ox¬ 
ford,  Centre,  South  Oxford,  Friars,  West  Oxford,  St. 
Barnabas  and  North  Oxford,  and  Summertown. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

Although  the  figure  for  Scarlet  Fever  is  higher  than  in 
1912,  the  results,  as  a  whole,  are  fairly  satisfactory. 


1910. 

191 1. 

1912. 

19W 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases 

...  6S 

3° 

2  5 

47 

Percentage 

079 

0-36 

°'3° 

°'5  7 

Diphtheria  Cases 

22 

17 

5 

5 

Percentage 

0'27 

0’2 

006 

o’o6 

he  incidence  of  Fever 

cases  in  the 

Friars 

was 

highest 

corresponding  to  a  percentage  of  1*32  of  the  school  children, 
but  otherwise  the  disease  was  fairly  evenly  distributed.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Friars  and  also  East  Oxford,  St.  Bar¬ 
nabas  and  North  Oxford,  and  the  Summertown  groups  were 
quite  free  from  Diphtheria,  and  the  incidence  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  groups  varied  from  0*15  to  022  per  100  children. 

Measles. 

During  the  year  15  out  of  the  53  departments  reported 
cases,  but  it  was  not  until  the  autumn  that  there  were  any 
signs  of  an  outbreak,  when  cases  began  to  occur  at  East 
Oxford.  The  mischief  increased  in  November,  but  was 
limited  to  East  Oxford,  and  in  December  two  infant  depart¬ 
ments  were  closed. 

The  outbreak  closely  resembles  that  of  December,  1911, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  it  will  follow’  a  similar  course. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

The  disease  was  never  very  prevalent,  and  the  loss  of 
life  was  only  three. 

Mumps. 

Though  not  a  serious  disease,  people  are  apt  to  regard  it 
as  more  trifling  than  it  really  is,  and  the  patients  are  often 
run-down  for  many  weeks.  Twrenty-seven  departments  were 
affected  during  the  year,  and  no  month  was  clear.  The 
greatest  number  of  fresh  cases  reported  in  any  week  was 
only  13,  and  no  school  had  more  than  10  cases.  The  average 
number  absent  each  week  was  4/7. 

Chicken  Pox. 

The  district  was  never  free — 21  departments  in  all  being 
affected.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  reported  in  any  week 
was  18,  and  the  average  number  about  7.  One  school  had 
14  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

On  January  1st,  1909,  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  of 
the  lungs  was  applied  to  all  Poor  Law  patients  ;  on  May  1st, 

1911,  it  was  extended  to  hospital  patients;  on  January  1st, 

1912,  tO'  all  cases;  and  finally,  on  February  1st,  1913,  all 
forms  of  the  disease  were  included.  In  many  cases,  such  as 
disease  of  the  spine  or  hip  joint,  the  mischief  assumes  a  very 
chronic  form,  and  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  our  list  is 
complete. 

The  work  of  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Association  is  well 
known,  but  the  City  has  not  been  idle.  In  October  a  very 
carefully  thought  out  scheme,  approved  by  the  Radcliffe  In¬ 
firmary,  the  medical  men  in  Oxford,  and  the  local  Insurance 
Committee,  was  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  is  still  receiving  their  careful  consideration. 

'The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who 
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were  alive  on  January  ist,  1912,  notified  since  May  ist,  1911, 
and  also  the  number  who  have  died  since  that  date  : — 


Regulations. 

Date. 

Pulmc 

Noti¬ 

fied. 

mary. 

Died. 

Other 

Noti¬ 

fied. 

Forms. 

Died. 

1911  Hospital 

May  1  st — Dec.  31st, 

1 91 1 

58 

I  2 

— 

— 

1911 

Jan.  ist — Dec.  31st, 

1912 

1  28 

47 

— 

— 

Jan.  ist — Jan.  31st, 

1913 

1  O 

4 

— 

— 

1912 

Feb.  ist — Dec.  31st, 

I9I3 

103 

17 

51 

3 

■ 

Total  .  . 

299 

80 

5  1 

3 

During-  1913  second  notifications  were  received  of  nine 
cases  of  pulmonary  and  four  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  fifteen  intimations  from  institutions  of  eight  ad¬ 
missions  and  seven  discharges.  Six  notified  cases  have  left 
the  district. 

In  a  disease  like  Scarlet  Fever,  the  infection  lasts  only  a 
few  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  house  is  disinfected 
and  the  records  put  away  in  a  pigeon  hole,  but  in  Tubercu¬ 
losis  it  is  quite  a  different  matter,  for  not  only  may  the 
disease  and  the  danger  of  infection  go  on  for  a  long  time, 
but  even  after  the  death  of  the  patient  the  household  must 
be  watched  to  detect  the  first  symptoms  of  mischief,  which 
may  lie  latent  for  years. 

This  portion  of  the  work  alone  is  no  light  matter — the 
necessary  machinery  provided  for  in  the  scheme  drawn  up 
in  October  exists  on  paper  only,  and  until  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  express  their  approval,  the  present  condition  of 
chaos  must  continue. 
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The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  must  be  divided  into  (a) 
curative  and  (b)  preventive,  but  the  two  are  closely  asso¬ 
ciated,  and  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  it  may  be 
roughly  said  that  the  crusade  agamst  Tuberculosis  must  be 
conducted  with  the  double  object  of  reducing  the  possibility 
of  infection  to  a  minimum,  and  rendering  the  population 
capable  of  overcoming  and  resisting  the  disease. 

The  two  great  sources  of  infection  are  infected  milk  and 
persons  with  their  lungs  affected  who  may  cough  up  enor¬ 
mous  numbers  of  the  organisms.  A  certain  number  of  these 
patients  can  be  cured,  but  in  the  case  of  very  many  we  cannot 
hope  for  this  happy  result,  and  must  remember  that,  as  the 
end  draws  near,  the  danger  to  other  people  increases. 
Every  new  case  becomes  a  fresh  source  of  danger,  and  we 
must  try  to  prevent  fresh  cases  by  educating  the  patients, 
placing  them  under  conditions  where  the  risk  to  others  is 
less,  and,  above  all,  improving  the  general  health  not  only 
of  the  patient,  for  therein  lies  the  road  to  recovery,  but  also 
of  those  in  contact  with  them,  for  the  same  conditions  which 
help  a  patient  to  throw  off  the  disease  will  also  enable  the 
persons  exposed  to  resist  the  infection.  The  Scheme  formu¬ 
lated  by  the  City  aims  at  the  practical  means  for  attaining 
this  end. 


Tuberculosis  Scheme. 

(1)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  shall  be  the 

Chief  Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(2)  An  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  shall  be  appointed  by 

the  Town  Council  of  the  Ctiy  of  Oxford.  The  post 
shall  be  publicly  advertised.  The  salary  of  this  officer 
shall  be  ^300  per  annum.  He  will  not  be  permitted 
to  engage  in  private  practice. 

(3)  The  duties  of  the  last-named  officer  shall  be  : — 

(a)  To  keep  himself  informed  of  the  distribution,  and 
home  conditions,  of  all  notified  cases  of  tubercu¬ 
losis. 


( b )  To  confer  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to 

preventive  measures. 

(c)  To  be  available  for  consultation  with  medical  men 

both  for  diagnosis  and  as  to  lines  of  treatment. 

(d)  To  be  responsible  for  the  examination  of  sputum. 

(e)  To  examine  and  keep  under  observation  contacts  and 

suspicious  cases  at  the  request,  and  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  medical  attendant,  if  any. 

(/)  To  act  as  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  the  Insurance 
Committee,  and  as  such  to  advise  the  local  authority. 

(g)  To  take  charge  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

( h )  To  act  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer.  This 

will  bring  him  into  touch  with  the  poorer  school 

children,  and  will  give  him  a  useful  insight  into  the 

social  conditions  prevailing  among  the  poor  of 

Oxford.  This  arrangement  will  also  relieve  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  some  of  his  existing 

work,  thus  enabling  him  to  perform  the  duties  of 

Chief  Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer,  which 

otherwise,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  his  public  health 

% 

work,  he  would  be  unable  to  undertake. 

Institutions. 

The  Dispensary  is  to  be  held  at  the  Out-Patient  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  its  control  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Assistant  (Clinical)  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
The  tuberculosis  nurse,  or  nurses,  to  assist  in  this  depart¬ 
ment. 

Beds  for  the  observation  and  treatment  of  suitable  cases  to 
be  provided  in  the  wards  and  balconies  of  the  Radcliffe  In¬ 
firmary.  Patients  whilst  occupying  these  beds  to  be  under 
the  charge  of  the  hon.  staff  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  but 
the  Assistant  (Clinical)  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  to  have  free 
access  to  such  cases  for  the  purpose  of  taking  notes  or  keep- 
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ing  such  records  as  may  be  required  by  the  Insurance  Com¬ 
mittee  or  Commissioners. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  if  he  wishes,  will  have  the 
right  to  attend  both  at  the  Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  not  cs 
a  physician,  but  to  consider  matters  which  may  concern  him 
as  Chief  Administrative  't  uberculosis  Officer. 


Financial. 

The  enormous  cost  renders  a  really  complete  and  efficient 
scheme  out  of  the  question.  The  scheme  now  submitted 
aims  at  using  the  £500,  allowed  in  the  estimates  for  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis,  to*  the  best  advantage,  and  also 
forms  a  sound  basis  from  which  the  work  may  be  extended 
on  any  lines  which  experience  may  indicate  and  financial  con¬ 
ditions  allow. 

The  scheme  needs  the  approval,  not  only  of  the  City 
Council,  but  also  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  local 
Insurance  Committee  and  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Rad- 
cliffe  Infirmary.  It  must  be  clearly  understood,  therefore, 
that  the  grants  from  the  Local  Government  Board  and  local 
Insurance  Committee,  and  also  the  payment  to  the  Radcliffe 
Infirmary,  set  out  below,  must  be  regarded  as  tentative,  and 
any  action  of  the  Council  will  of  necessity  be  provisional. 

The  funds  available  for  the  work  may  be  estimated  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  £S°°  allowed  in  the  estimates; 

(2)  A  contribution  of  the  same  amount  from  the  Local 

Government  Board,  if  the  scheme  is  approved  ; 

(3)  £2S°  from  the  local  Insurance  Committee.  This 

sum  is  calculated  on  the  basis  that  more  than 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  insured 
persons. 

Total,  ^1,250. 


i3 


The  cost  of  the  scheme  would  be  as  follows  : — 

£ 

Salary  of  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  300 

,,  special  nurse  ...  ...  ...  120 

Payment  to  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  to  include 
the  right  to  six  beds,  use  of  out-patients’ 
department,  facilities  for  sending  patients 
to  special  department  in  the  Infirmary, 

&c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Malt,  cod  liver  oil,  and  tuberculin  for  out¬ 
patients,  as  prescribed  by  the  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Officer,  estimated  at  ...  ...  50 

Shelters,  bedding,  assistance  in  dying  cases, 

sending  patients  to  seaside,  &c,  ...  250 

Printing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Total  . ^1235 


Note. — Treatment  in  a  sanatorium  with  a  view  to  per¬ 
manent  cure  is  only  of  use  in  a  limited  number  of  cases  and 
entails  a  cost  of  about  30s.  a  week  for  six  to  nine  months  per 
patient.  The  estimated  funds  will  not  cover  this  expendi¬ 
ture,  but  the  local  Committee  will  have  a  considerable  sum 
which  would  be  available  in  the  case  of  insured  patients. 

It  provides  for  a  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  who  will 
act  under  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  be  in  close  touch 
not  only  with  the  actual  patients,  but  also  the  Sanitary  Ad- 
minstration  of  the  City  and  the  schools.  It  provides  for 
beds  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  where  patients  will  be  under 
the  charge  of  men  of  ripe  clinical  experience,  and  thus  avoid 
all  possibility  of  wholesale  and  indiscriminate  treatment  on 
lines  which  have  not  been  thoroughly  proved  to  be  sound.  It 
provides  for  infected  persons  being  supplied  with  shelters, 


and  so  not  only  being  placed  in  the  best  conditions  for  their 
own  health ,  but  also  reducing  the  risk  to  others.  It  pro¬ 
vides  funds  for  giving  change  of  air  to  children  and  putting 
them  in  a  state  of  health  capable  of  resisting  the  disease  and 
for  assistance  in  advanced  cases. 

Early  in  the  year  the  City  instructed  Miss  Macmillan  to 
visit  the  cases  in  their  homes,  with  a  view  to  tracing  the 
source  of  infection,  and  doing  all  that  was  possible  to  im¬ 
prove  the  sanitary  conditions  and  reduce  the  risk  of  infec¬ 
tion.  Miss  Macmillan  is  not  only  a  highly  qualified  member 
of  the  sanitary  staff,  fully  conversant  with  all  the  details  of 
sanitary  administration  in  the  city,  but  has  also  had  con¬ 
siderable  experience  in  dealing  with  tuberculosis  in  Aberdeen. 
She  not  only  made  431  official  visits  to  the  homes,  but  also 
was  always  present  at  the  special  out-patient  department  at 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  in  order  to  keep  the  physician  in 
charge  fully  informed  of  conditions  affecting  the  well  being 
of  the  patient,  and  to  endeavour  to  see  that  his  instructions 
were  carried  out  in  the  homes. 

At  present  ten  of  our  patients  are  in  shelters,  and  I  believe 
that  a  great  deal  of  good  can  be  done  at  a  moderate  cost  by 
this  means.  A  shelter  means  fresh  air  for  the  patient  and 
also  greatly  reduces  the  risk  to  the  other  members  of  the 
family.  The  scheme  provides  for  observation  beds  at  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  and  1  hope  and  believe  that  a  large 
number  of  patients,  after  deriving  benefit  from  a  few  weeks 
in  the  balcony  beds,  will  be  only  too  glad  to  have  a  shelter 
at  their  own  homes.  The  new  form  of  shelter  approved  by 
the  City  is  small,  easily  moved,  and  has  the  great  advantage 
of  being  cat-proof,  and  I  hope  that,  during  the  year,  a  large 
number  will  be  brought  into  use. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Although  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  only  8  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year,  the  rate  rose  to  83*07,  against  69*2  in 
1912,  owing  to  the  falling  off  in  the  birth-rate.  xMi  infant 
mortality  rate  of  83  per  1,000  births  is  in  itself  fairly  satis¬ 
factory,  but  a  glance  at  the  actual  figures  reveals  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
under  one  week  of  age,  which  numbered  32  against  17  in 
1912.  The  great  majority  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  pre¬ 
mature  birth,  and  although  it  is  possible  that  greater  care 
of  the  infants  might  have  saved  a  few  lives,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  high  mortality  must  be  met  with  measures  taken 
before,  rather  than  after,  the  birth  of  the  children.  It  is 
customary  to  calculate  infant  mortality  on  the  basis  of  chil¬ 
dren  born  alive,  but  the  factors  which  in  certain  cases  per¬ 
mit  the  birth  of  a  child  only  capable  of  surviving  a  few 
hours,  in  others  result  in  the  birth  of  a  dead  child  or  a  mis¬ 
carriage,  and  a  far  more  accurate  method  would'  be  to  take 
the  number  of  pregnancies  instead  of  children  born  alive. 
Unfortunately  we  have  not  got  the  necessary  data,  but  the 
addition  of  the  15  still-births  reported  during  the  year  would 
cause  a  considerable  difference  to  the  rate.  Ordinary  care 
of  the  pregnant  mother  would  do  something  to  reduce  the 
loss  of  actual  and  potential  life,  but  of  recent  years  evidence 
has  been  gradually  accumulating  that  a  large  amount  of  post 
and  ante-natal  mortality  is  due  to  a  certain  disease. 

The  work  of  the  Oxford  Health  Committee  is  well  known, 
and  the  City  owes  them  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude.  We  do 
not  want  and  we  cannot  afford  to  do  without  voluntary  assist¬ 
ance,  but  the  work  begun  on  a  small  scale  has  been  steadily 
growing  and  must  continue  to  do  so.  Not  only  must  the 
care  of  the  infant  be  continued  and  linked  up  with  the  work 
of  medical  inspection  and  treatment,  but  it  must  also  go  back 
before  the  birth  and  even  before  the  conception.  There  is  a 
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limit  to  what  even  the  voluntary  worker  can  do,  and  much 
valuable  time  will  be  thrown  away  without  systematic 
organization.  ‘  Red  Tape  ’  has  its  disadvantages,  but  in  the 
working  of  any  big  scheme  a  certain  amount  of  it  is  indis¬ 
pensable,  and  sooner  or  later  there  is  need  not  only  for  official 
assistance,  but  also  of  special  training  for  the  workers. 

The  Midwives’  Act. 

The  notifications  received  from  certified  midwives  were 
as  follows  : — 

Intending  to  practice  ...  ...  31 

Sending  for  medical  help  ...  ...  44 

Still  births,  no  doctor  present  ...  15 

Deaths  of  infants  under  10  days  ...  8 

Laying-out  the  dead  ...  ...  9 

Visits  have  been  made  to  the  certified  midwives,  their 
register,  bags,  &c.,  inspected,  and  their  mode  of  practice 
enquired  into. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Both  were  carefully  investigated  and  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  infection  from  being  conveyed  to  others. 

Corporation  Hospitals. 

Fever  Hospital. 


Sc.F. 

Diph. 

Other. 

Total. 

Admitted 

54 

15 

I  O 

79 

Discharged 

54 

15 

I  O 

79 

Died 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  Hospital  Jan.  1st. 

5 

— 

— 

3 

,,  Dec.  31st. 

3 

— 

— 

3 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  complicated  by  Diphtheria,  was 
admitted  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  from  oustide  the  district 
and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  City  Hospital.  Ten  cases 
of  Scabies  from  two  households  were  admitted  during  the 
year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
each  month  : — 


Month. 

Admitted. 

Daily  Number  in  1- 

lospital. 

Average. 

Days 
spent  in 
Hospital. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Other 

1Y1  cl  A.  1~ 

mum. 

mum. 

January 

2 

4 

O 

2'5 

79 

February  - 

I 

6 

7 

2 

5’1 

i43 

March 

2 

2 

6 

i4 

4 

6*9 

214 

April 

5 

•  • 

5 

1 

3*° 

92 

May  - 

2 

•  • 

5 

3 

4*2 

1 3° 

June- 

6 

.  • 

7 

3 

3*9 

1 1 7 

July  - 

6 

I 

1 1 

7 

9*2 

286 

August 

3 

2 

8 

5 

6-8 

210 

September 

8 

I 

1 2 

7 

3*9 

268 

October 

I  2 

2 

18 

9 

i4*9 

463 

November 

5 

I 

4 

19 

9 

25'5 

376 

December 

2 

•  • 

1 1 

3 

4*8 

Total 

54 

i5 

IO 

1 9 

1 

6-4 

2528 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  32^0  days. 


Small  Pox  Hospital. 

The  Hospital  was  kept  ready  for  the  reception  of  cases, 
but  fortunately  there  was  no  need  to  use  it. 


Bacteriological  Work. 


1st.  Or. 

2nd  Or. 

3rd.  Or. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

For  Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

3 

For  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

7 

9 

6 

I  2 

34 

For  Diphtheria — 

A — Cases  in  Hospital 

18 

1 

6 

6 

3i 

B — Cases  in  the  town 

1 2 

l3 

1 1 

17 

53 

Total 

38 

24 

24 

35 

1 2 1 
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Cases  in  which  no  Diphtheria  bacilli  are  found  are  not, 
as  a. rule,  further  investigated,  but  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  milk  supply  should  be  known,  as  many  outbreaks  of 
Sore  Throat  have  been  reported,  apart  from  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever,  due  to  bad  milk,  and  it  is  very  important  that 
no  time  should  be  wasted  in  dealing  with  this  trouble. 

Forms  are  now  being  issued  with  the  outfits,  on  which 
the  medical  attendant  is  asked  to  fill  in  the  milk  supply  in 
addition  to  other  particulars. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  City  water¬ 
works,  but  a  few  houses,  the  number  of  which  decreases 
from  year  to  year,  still  draw  their  supply  from  private  wells. 

The  City  supply  is  drawn  from  the  Thames  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  above  King’s  Weir,  and  flows  by  gravitation  on  to  the 
filter  beds  at  New  Hinksey,  from  whence  it  is  pumped  to  the 
mains  feeding  the  City. 

The  service  is  constant,  the  supply,  when  the  engines  are 
not  working,  being  maintained  by  two  large  reservoirs, 
situated  on  Headington  Hill  and  Shotover.  When  the  river 
is  turbid  owing  to  flood,  the  supply  is  drawn  from  the  reser¬ 
voir  lake  at  New  Hinksey  and  pumped  on  to  the  filter  beds. 

There  has  never  been  any  fear  of  a  short  supply,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  City  from  Enteric  Fever  bears  witness  to  the 
quality  of  the  water.  A  chemical  analysis  is  made  every 
month.  The  figures  in  the  table  represent  grains  per  gallon  : 
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Month. 

Total  Dissolved 
Solid  Matter. 

Chlorine  in 
Chlorides. 

Ammonia,  free 

from  Saline. 

Ammonia, 

Albuminoid. 

Nitrogen 

in  Nitrates. 

Nitrogen 

in  Nitrites. 

Oxygen  required 

to  Oxidise  Or¬ 

ganic  Matter  in 

3  hours. 

January 

29*1  2 

r35 

O 

0*003 

0*266 

O 

0*022 

February 

22*96 

1*05 

O 

0*004 

0*196 

O 

0*026 

March 

24*92 

1*25 

O 

0*002 

0*220 

O 

0*023 

April 

24*08 

l'S 

O 

0*003 

0*2  10 

O 

0*030 

May 

20*44 

o*95 

0*001 

0*003 

°*I57 

O 

0*019 

June 

1 9'°4 

i*i 

0*001 

0*004 

0*175 

O 

0*023 

July 

20*  j  6 

i*°5 

0 

0*001 

0*077 

O 

0*024 

August 

19*32 

i*i 

0 

O'OOI 

0*028 

O 

0*030 

September  - 

2  I  'O 

1*02 

0 

0*001 

0*056 

O 

0*033 

October 

20*44 

1*0 

0 

0*004 

0*070 

O 

0*036 

November  - 

22*68 

1*40 

0 

0*004 

0*02  I 

O 

0*029 

December  - 

29*1  2 

1*4 

0 

0*004 

0*168 

O 

0*029 

The  approximate  average  composition  of  the  total  solids 
is  as  follows  : — 


Sodium  chloride 

9*2 

Sodium  nitrate 

2*3 

Magnesium  sulphate  (dry) 

4*6 

Calcium  sulphate 

9*2 

Calcium  carbonate 

71*0 

Silica 

37 

Trace  of  potash,  iron,  &c.  ... 

100*0 

The  amount  of  calcium  carbonate  varies,  and  is  larger  in 
the  \yinter  than  in  summer. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

During  the  year  130  inspections  have  been  made,  viz.. 
Factories,  21;  Workshops,  108;  and  Workplace,  1. 
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In  addition  to  these,  82  inspections  were  made  of  Out¬ 
workers’  premises. 

The  defects  outstanding-  at  the  end  of  1912,  together  with 
those  found  last  year,  have  been  remedied  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  2,  viz. ,  want  of  cleanliness,  1  ;  overcrowding,  1. 

No  case  of  notifiable  disease  was  reported  among  the 
home-workers  or  their  families. 

The  sending  of  notices  to  all  known  employers  of  out¬ 
workers  in  January  and  July  reminding  them  of  their  obliga¬ 
tion  under  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  continues  to  be  successful,  the  re¬ 
quired  list  of  outworkers  being,  with  only  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  received  by  the  specified  date. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  is  now  640,  as 
against  649  in  1912. 

On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  workshops,  &c.,  may 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  particulars  required  by  the  Home  Office  are  embodied 
in  the  following  tables  : — 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

N umber  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  ------ 

2  I 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 
Workshops  ------ 

I08 

5 

• 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 
Workplaces  - 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

Total 

130 

5 

•  • 

21 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND.* 


Number  of  defects. 

Number 
of  Prose¬ 
cutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  - 

7 

12 

Want  of  ventilation  ' 

1 

I 

Overcrowding  - 

2 

2 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

I 

Other  nuisances  - 

m  * 

Sanitary  ac-  (  insufficient  - 

1 

5 

commoda-  <  unsuitable  or  defective  - 

1 

1 

tion  (  not  separate  for  sexes  - 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

•  • 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

10 

10 

Other  offences  - 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  - 

24 

33 

•  • 

*  Verbal  notices  only  were  given  in  the  majority  of  cases,  some  of  which 
had  not  been  complied  with  on  Dec.  31st. 
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— HOME  WORK. 

V/ 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS, 

SECTION  107. 

Outwoi  k 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

Prem¬ 

ises. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Twice  in  the 

Year. 

Once  in  the 

Year. 

Instances 

Notices 

served. 

Lists 

Con¬ 

tractors 

Out¬ 

workers 

Lists. 

Con¬ 

tractors 

Out¬ 

workers 

Wearing  Apparel : 

(1)  making,  &c. 

I  IO 

22 

9*4 

2 

•  • 

8 

.  . 

•  • 

(2)  cleaning  and 

washing 

•  • 

•  • 

14 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

.  • 

F  urniture  and  U  p- 

holstery 

8 

4 

1 3 

•  • 

•  • 

Total 

118 

26 

941 

2 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

Note. — The  names  of  9  contractors  and  103  outworkers  were 
forwarded  to  other  districts. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

Laundries 

Domestic  Workshops 

Other  . . 

5l 

io5 

65 

419 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

640 

23 


5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  11. M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  (s.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  byv 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 

Notified  by  Ei.M. 
Inspector 

5 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  } 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

5 

Other 

•  •  •  • 

Underground  bakehouses  (s.  101): — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

Nil. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

.  . 

3 

The  Inspector’s  Report. 

This  report  deals  at  length  with  the  work  done  in  the  re¬ 
moval  of  nuisances,  disinfection,  &c.  Information  will  also 
be  found  with  regard  to  the  work  done  in  removal  of  house 
refuse,  road  scavenging,  public  bathing-places,  &c.,  the 
inspection  of  slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  milkshops,  and 
common  lodging-houses,  and  the  carrying  out  of  various 
Acts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  L.  ORMEROD,  m.a.,  m.b., 

B.P.H.  (OXON),  F.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


March,  1914. 
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INDEX  TO  TABLES. 

I.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district  for  1913  and  pre¬ 
vious  years. 

la.  Deaths  and  births  belonging  to  the  district  during 
1913,  arranged  in  parishes. 

The  deaths  of  residents  in  Public  Institutions  have  been 
referred  to  their  proper  parishes. 

lb.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  and  Transferable  Deaths. 

II.  Distribution  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  during  1913. 

lla.  Ages  of  cases  notified  during  1913. 

llb.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  last  ten 
years. 

lie.  Zymotic  death  rate,  &c. 

I  Id.  Deaths  from  some  of  the  more  important  preventable 
diseases  since  1874. 

III.  Causes  and  ages  of  deaths  which  make  up  nett  death- 
rate. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable 
Deaths  : — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm, 
such  as  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing 
homes  (but  not  almshouses)  must  be  regarded  as  residents 
of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a  fixed  or  usual  residence 
at  the  time  of  admission.  If  the  person  dying  in  an  Institu¬ 
tion  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of  admission,  the 
death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly 
transferred  from  one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death 
is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission  to  the  first  Institution. 
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(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  born  and  dying  within  a  year 
of  birth  in  an  Institution  to  which  the  mother  was  admitted 
for  her  confinement  should  be  referred  to  the  district  of  fixed 
or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  violence  are  to  be  referred  (a)  to  the 
district  of  residence,  under  the  general  rule ;  (b)  if  this  dis¬ 
trict  is  unknown,  or  the  deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the 
district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known ;  (c)  failing 
this,  to  the  district  where  death  occurred,  if  known  ;  and  (d) 
failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 

IV.  Infant  Mortality. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912. 
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TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1913 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

I 

M  Population  estimated  to  1 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  deaths 
registered 
in  the 
district. 

1  ransferable  deaths  of  non  | 

residents  registered 
in  the  district. 

Transferable  deaths  of 

VC)  residents  not  registered 
in  the  district. 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district. 

Uncorrected 
j  Os)  Number. 

1 

Nett. 

Under  1  year  of 
age! 

At  all  ages. 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

4 

Rat  e. 

5 

Num¬ 

ber. 

6 

Rate. 

7 

Num¬ 

ber. 

IO 

Rate  per 
1000 
Nett 
births. 

I  I 

Num¬ 

ber. 

12 

Rate. 

*3 

1908 

52036 

I  186 

1 186 

2  2*8 

732 

14*0 

78 

20 

I  I  2 

94'4 

674 

12*0 

I9°9 

52407 

IO70 

1070 

20*4 

698 

J3‘3 

72 

34 

8l 

75*7 

66  0 

y 

I  2*6 

1910 

52778 

io57 

1057 

2  O  ’O 

696 

13*2 

77 

23 

94 

88*9 

642 

12*2 

1 9 1 1 

53  MS 

IOI3 

1013 

I9'°5 

747 

I4'°5 

102 

42 

1 00 

1076 

68  7 

I  2*92 

1912 

53548 

1022 

1026 

19*16 

672 

I2’55 

91 

41 

7i 

69*2 

622 

I  I*6l 

I9I3 

53948 j 

940 

95 1 

1 7*62 

703 

r3'°3 

87 

22 

79 

83*07 

638 

I  1*82 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  4,719. 
Total  population  at  all  ages,  53,048. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  10,700. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4*915. 


•\ 

-  At  Census 
191 1. 

y 
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TABLE  Ia.  Deaths  and  Births  distributed  among 

Parishes. 


Civil  Parish  of 

Popu¬ 

lation, 

1 9 1 1 . 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1 

year,  rate  per 

1000  births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

0- 

1- 

5- 

65- 

Total 

Rate 

Binsey 

58 

I 

17*24 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

34’48 

Cowley  St.  John 

12287 

233 

1  S'95 

16 

3 

64 

66 

149 

12-13 

68 

Holywell 

670 

7 

i°*45 

•  • 

•  ■ 

4 

1 

5 

7  46 

•  « 

Oxford  Univ.  (part)  - 

276 

.  . 

0*0 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

7-24 

•  • 

St.  Aldate 

5633 

143 

25'25 

8 

6 

32 

23 

69 

12-25 

56 

St.  Clement 

4i63 

68 

i6’33 

7 

1 

18 

23 

49 

11-77 

103 

St.  Ebbe 

4805 

128 

26-63 

7 

5 

20 

*9 

5i 

io’6i 

54 

St.  Giles 

I3243 

138 

10*42 

i3 

1 

62 

66 

142 

io*6 

94 

St.  John 

73 

i 

i37 

•  • 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

O’O 

•  • 

St.  Martin&AllSaints 

321 

3 

9’34 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

3 

9'35 

•  * 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  - 

1212 

i5 

12-37 

3 

1 

1 1 

4 

19 

i5'67 

200 

St.  Mary-the- Virgin  - 

!52 

1 

6-57 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

0  57 

•  • 

St.  Michael 

399 

4 

10-02 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

5’01 

•  • 

St.  Peter-in-the-East- 

3°9 

6 

I9’4I 

•  « 

•  « 

2 

3 

5 

16-19 

«  • 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  - 

546 

1 1 

20-14 

4 

1 

1 

3 

9 

16*48 

363 

£  tl 

St.  Thomas 

8901 

181 

20*33 

2 1 

3 

57 

49 

130 

1 4-6 

1 16 

Note. — In  addition  n  transferable  births  were  received  from  the 

Registrar  General. 
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TABLE  Ib. 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  and  Transferable 


Deaths. 


Belonging  to  District. 

Not  belonging  to  District. 

Place  of  Death. 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total. 

1st. 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr- 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Or. 

Qr. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

22 

7 

18 

14 

61 

20 

17 

16 

I  2 

65 

St.  John's  Hospital 

I 

I 

I 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

City  Hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

Eye  Hospital 

Small  Pox  Hos- 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

I 

*  • 

2 

pital 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

c  , 

Oxford  Workhouse 

10 

12 

3 

8 

33 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

Headington  „ 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

•  . 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

Littlemore  Asylum 

6 

3 

6 

2 

i7 

•  • 

Warneford  „ 

,  . 

1 

2 

,  , 

3 

*  • 

•  • 

I 

I 

Other  . 

7 

5 

8 

2 

22 

4 

7 

3 

2 

l6 

Total 

48 

31 

38 

29 

146 

26 

26 

20 

*5 

87 

29 


TABLE  II.  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

During  1913. 


Notified. 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Parish. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

■ 

Total. 

Binsey 

•  • 

Cowley  St.  John 

15 

•  • 

5 

2 

I 

23 

9 

,  . 

9 

Holywell  . 
Oxford  Univer- 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

1 

•  • 

1  I 

sity  (part) 

I 

•  • 

•  . 

•  . 

I 

.  • 

,  * 

St.  Aldate 

7 

2 

3 

I 

13 

7 

2 

9 

St.  Clement 

12 

.  • 

1 

•  • 

13 

10 

10 

St.  Ebbe  . 

1 1 

4 

15 

6 

4 

10 

St.  Giles  . 

13 

6 

0 

0 

.  . 

I 

23 

1 1 

5 

16 

St.  John  . 

St.  Martin  and 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

All  Saints 

St.  Mary  Mag- 

•  0 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

" 

dalen 

St.  Mary-the- 

•  • 

5 

1 

2 

•  • 

8 

4 

-  • 

4  1 

Virgin  . 

,  , 

.  * 

,  , 

,  , 

#  # 

St.  Michael 

St.  Peter-in-the- 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

East 

St.  Peter-le-Bai- 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

.. . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

ley 

.  . 

•  . 

2 

1 

3 

•  • 

1 

1  1 

St.  Thomas 

•  • 

6 

3 

3 

I 

13 

r* 

D 

2 

7  | 

Total 

•  • 

7i 

19 

18 

4 

2 

114 

53 

i5 

68  1 

30 


TABLE  IIa.  Ages  of  Cases  Notified  During  1913. 


Name  of  Disease. 

0-1 

i-5 

5-i5 

*5-25 

2  5-4  5 

45-65 

65- 

Total. 

Small  Pox 

•  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

16 

44 

8 

2 

,  , 

,  , 

7 1 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

7 

5 

n 

0 

3 

1 

.  • 

*9 

Typhoid  Fever 

•  ♦ 

.  . 

•  . 

.  • 

3 

1 

•  • 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

3 

4 

8 

18 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

•  • 

•  . 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

•  • 

•  . 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  • 

•  ' 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

•  • 

Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

L  O 

22 

53 

22 

1 

1  r3 

Other  forms  of  Tub. 

1 

IO 

13 

14 

10 

3 

•  • 

51 

Total 

4 

33 

73 

47 

81 

1 

31 

9 

278 

TABLE  IIb.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

DURING  LAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

191 1 

1912 

l9l3 

Small  Pox 

2 

•  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

384 

472 

314 

58 

119 

115 

11S 

47 

55 

7i 

Diphtheria 

2 1 

19 

37 

67 

59 

36 

5° 

29 

10 

l9 

Typhoid  Fever 

5 

3 

3 

6 

6 

7 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Erysipelas 

22 

3i 

59 

32 

2 1 

19 

27 

20 

1 3 

18 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

5 

1 

0 

5 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  • 

,  , 

.  , 

,  . 

,  , 

0  m 

4 

.  • 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

.  # 

,  , 

.  # 

,  . 

,  # 

98 

1 28 

1 13 

Other  formsof  Tub. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 1 

Total 

435 

527 

!4i7 

167 

207 

182 

1 98 

197 

2  18 

278 

TABLE  I  Id.  Deaths  from  some  of  the 
Preventable  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

j  Diphtheria. 

u 

<u 

> 

<D 

hn 

1874 

18 

4 

1875 

I 

19 

3 

1876 

1 1 

7 

6 

1877 

35 

9 

2 

1878 

1 1 

9 

3 

1879 

2 

13 

I  880 

8 

7 

1881 

I 

14 

!  6 

1882 

4 

84 

6 

1883 

1 

9 

3 

1884 

3 

2 

1885 

3 

4 

1886 

1 

1 

3 

1887 

5 

5 

1888 

•  • 

1 

1889 

1 

5 

1890 

6 

•  * 

1891 

5 

3 

1892 

•  • 

23 

•  • 

>893 

6 

32 

1894- 

2 

23 

1895 

.  . 

14 

1896 

2 

5 

j897 

2 

1898 

5 

1899 

3 

1900 

2 

1901 

•  * 

3 

1 902 

1 

1 

2 

1 9°3 

2 

1 

* 

1904 

4 

•  • 

>9°5 

8 

2 

*  ■ 

I  906 

7 

6 

1 9°7 

1 

5 

1908 

2 

6 

1909 

1 

•  • 

1910 

2 

4 

1911 

•  • 

4 

1912 

1 

•  • 

1913 

•  • 

•  • 

n 

1 

j  Diarrhoea. 

J  Dysentery. 

|  Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

1 

1 

1  uberculosis. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

39 

I3 

4 

!  hi 

83 

40 

•  • 

16 

107 

119 

37 

4 

9 

104 

57 

17 

22 

1 

106 

103 

54 

7 

29 

109 

149 

9 

1 

6 

l  100 

93 

47 

1  2 

2 

91 

136 

1 7 

28 

22 

73 

94 

25 

3 

13 

56 

104 

*9 

.  . 

.  . 

8 

82 

121 

2 1 

11 

34 

82 

91 

17 

26 

6 

87 

123 

23 

- 

1  •  • 

16 

16 

104 

1 1 1 

3i 

7 

1 2 

69 

r33 

16 

4 

2 

67 

78 

32 

4i 

1 1 

65 

i°5 

2 1 

10 

>3 

98 

i45 

i  2 

24 

5 

79 

>38 

1 1 

I 

3 

36 

83 

i45 

14 

* 

25 

•  . 

74 

io3 

10 

•• 

2 

80 

75 

23 

•• 

•  • 

24 

79 

i35 

23 

\  • 

52 

18 

66 

ICO 

20 

•  • 

4 

23 

65 

1 14 

27 

I 

.  . 

4 

61 

113 

22 

38 

9 

66 

1 02 

13 

0 

17 

74 

126 

13 

.  . 

1 

56 

1 10 

0 

*  *  i 

20 

18 

81 

1 16 

13 

. 

•  • 

10 

7i 

81 

3i 

8 

3 

68 

73 

17 

7 

22 

57 

99 

1  4 

1 

7 

62 

98 

6 

.  . 

3 

•  • 

68 

1 00 

17 

•  • 

14 

62 

i°5 

3 

13 

•  • 

76 

9i 

4 

2 

9 

6 1 

90 

32 

13 

14 

69 

89 

5 

14 

M 

l  ; 

56 

85 

7  2 

T 

9 

64 

88 

.-  u 

l-  V 

aj  > 

<u 

W 

6 

8 

12 

I  I 

9 

7 

4 

9 

8 

7 

i5 

5 

4 

7 

5 

i 

2 

I 

I 

2 

3 

i 

4 

6 

2 

4 

2 

•  * 

I 

I 

I 
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TABLE  III.  Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during 

THE  YEAR  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  1 

Re- 

sidents’  whether  occurring  within  or 

without  the  District. 

Total  deaths 

whether  of 

‘  Residents  ’ 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

U 

10 

u 

U 

or  ‘  non-Re- 

(/i 

o5 

V 

U 

<V 

u 

(V 

V  . 
H3  c n 

0  . 

"O  W 

<D 

V 

"O  c/5 

1 

a, 

sidents  ’  in 

to 

bn 

a 

t— 1 

u 

C  !- 
zs  a 
<u 

1  £ 
2  05 
.  <3J 

z,  u 

G  S-H 

g  a 

V 

r  0 

a  s- 
3  rt 

"O 

C  s- 

3  rf 

<u 

T3  >, 

=  m 

TJ  'H 

3  a 

Institutions 
in  the 

< 

<u 

C 

^  p- 

c 

a  ^ 

o5 

C  10 

05  _ 

5  10 

^  <N 

G  1-0 

£ 

TO 

vO 

District. 

P 

1— « 

w 

1-0 

HH 

N 

A1,  |  Certified. 

All  causes  {  Uncertified. 

638 

79 

l6 

7 

J5 

17 

80 

162 

262 

169 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3.  Measles  ... 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

I 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

n 

0 

1 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

0 

3 

• .  • 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

7.  Influenza  ... 

12 

e  •  | 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

2 

9 

2 

8.  Erysipelas 

9.  Phthisis 

1 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

52 

... 

... 

1 

7 

26 

l6 

2 

6 

IO.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

6 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

I 

•  .  . 

... 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

6 

I 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

1 

3 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

81 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7 

45 

29 

23 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

14.  Meningitis 

2 

.  •  . 

1 

•  .  . 

• .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1^.  Organic  Heart  Disease  .. . 

85 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

1 

. .  . 

7 

24 

53 

16 

16.  Bronchitis 

53 

4 

I 

1 

... 

• .  . 

4 

5 

38 

6 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

18.  Other  diseases  of  respira- 

29 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

n 

J 

n 

3 

10 

8 

tory  organs 

6 

... 

I 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

.  .  . 

2 

19.  Diarrhoea  aud  Enteritis... 

19 

12 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 1 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

5 

. .  • 

2 

1 

2 

. .  . 

... 

T3 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

•  •  • 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

2ia.  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Disease... 

14 

•  .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

2 

4 

8 

4 

23.  Puerperal  Fever  ... 

24.  Other  accidents  &  diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

of  Pregnancy  &  Parturi¬ 
tion 

.  .  . 

1 

25.  Congenital  Debility  &  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth 

36 

35 

1 

4 

26.  Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide  ... 

23 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

8 

2 

1 1 

27  Suicide 

5 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases... 

29.  Diseases  ill-  defined  or  un- 

to 

OO 

t-H 

16 

2 

4 

17 

40 

106 

53 

known  ... 

3 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Totals 

638 

79 

16 

7 

15 

17 

80 

162 

|  262 

169 

Sub-entry  included  in  above  figures:  28b.  Tetanus,  1. 
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TABLE  IV.  Infant  Mortality. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  1  Year  of  Age. 


U 

, 

J-M 

U 

iD 

V 

CD 

V 

T3  . 
a  w 

G  -E 

<u 

<D 

73 

If} 

7} 

M 

V  . 

U  72 

G  . 

3  co 

G  . 

33  7i 

5  7} 

Total 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

> 

HH 

u 

D 

4> 

<U 

£ 

<N 

V 

V 

£ 

rO 

V 

v 

£ 

G 

a  a> 

V 

—  > 

d  e 

da  *1 

co  0 

G 

v  a 

7 3  O 

5  S 

V  SZ 

da  y; 
2  0 
*£  £ 

4-» 

da  c 
co  c 

E  E 

-e-> 

Deaths 

under 

1  year. 

G 

1 

** 

CO 

H 

Si  " 

0  ^ 

O  CT' 

0  - 

O 

s 

£ 

E 

rf- 

ro 

\o 

...  f  Certified. 

32 

Ah  causes  j  Uncertified. 

I 

6 

4 

43 

13 

9 

9 

5 

79 

['Small-pox 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

.  .  • 

j  Chicken-pox 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

<  «  • 

j  Measles 
j  Scarlet  Fever 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

j  Whooping  Cough  ... 
^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  *  * 

•  «  * 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

[  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
l  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

•  *  * 

*  '  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

... 

... 

Convulsions  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  e. 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

Laryngitis 

v  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

4 

7 

f  Diarrhoea 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

2 

7 

[  Enteritis 

Gastritis 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Syphilis 

. . . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Rickets 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Suffocation,  overlying 

I 

.  •  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

Injury  at  birth 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

Atelectasis  ... 

• .  • 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

f  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 
j  Atrophy,  Debility  and 

21 

I 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

26 

8 

1  Marasmus 

4 

•  •  * 

•  .  . 

*  .  . 

4 

4 

. . . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Causes 

6 

... 

3 

2 

1 1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

13 

Totals 

32 

I 

6 

4 

43 

13 

9 

9 

5 

79 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  1 

legitimate,  898. 
illegitimate,  53. 

Nett  Deaths  in 

the  vear  of  1  leSitimate  infants,  74. 

^  \  illegitimate  infants,  5. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations,  1910. 

The  following  summary  is  required  under  the  above  Regu¬ 
lations  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  (detailed  information)  471 
Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  representations  made  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  5* 

Number  of  houses  (the  defects  remedied  without  making 

closing  order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Number  of  houses  which,  after  making  closing  orders, 

were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  o 

General  character  of  defects  found.  Premises  in  need 
of  limewashing,  &c.,  choked  drains  and  defective 
fittings  to  w.c. 

Any  other  information  or  particulars. 

*  7  closing  orders  made  January,  1914. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912. 


The  following  summary  is  required  under  the  above  Regu¬ 
lations  : — 

1.  Milk;  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

(A) 

Number  of  samples  ex- 

Number  in  which  a  pre- 

amined  for  the  presence 

servative  was  reported 

of  a  perservative. 

to  be  present. 

Milk 

1 6 

Cream  .  . 

— 

— 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
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analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  pre¬ 
servatives  were  correct  : — 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  o 

2 


(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as 
preserved  cream  : — 


( i )  Above  35  per  cent. 

(ii)  Below  35  per  cent. 


2 

o 


2 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 
REPORT,  1913. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 


Town  Hall,  Oxford, 

February,  1914, 

To  the  Members  oj  the  City  Council . 

Miss  Merivale  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

Inspection  of  District. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  existence  of  insanitary 
conditions,  the  total  number  of  inspection  of  houses  and 
premises  recorded  is  742  ;  of  these/  471  were  carried  out 
systematically,  full  particulars  as  to  the  premises  and  their 
occupants  being  recorded.  The  former  figure  does  not, 
however,  include  the  re-inspection  of  premises  to  see  that  the 
requisitions  of  the  notices  or  letters  issued  were  being  pro¬ 
perly  carried  out,  nor  the  special  inspections  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  or  those  of 
Common  Lodging  Houses,  Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  Canal 
Boats,  &c.,  &c.,  particulars  as  to  which  will  be  found  under 
their  respective  headings. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  the  yards,  courts  and 
passages,  more  especially  during  the  summer  months,  when 
special  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  cleanliness,  not  only 
of  the  surfaces  of  the  yards,  but  the  conveniences,  which  are, 
as  a  rule,  used  in  common. 

This  year  another  portion  of  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas  has 
received  special  attention,  and  a  detailed  report  on  the  houses 
inspected  was  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  >n 
due  course  dealt  with  by  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
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Committee.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  representa¬ 
tions  with  regard  to  seven  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

In  all,  5  closing  orders  have  been  made  during  the  year, 
and  other  houses  are  being  dealt  with. 

As  to  the  cases  pending  at  the  close  of  1912  (Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act),  eleven  houses  have  been  demol¬ 
ished  and  one  is  undergoing  repairs,  &c.  The  remaining 
house  is  not  used  as  a  dwelling,  but  as  a  wash-house  for  a 
common  lodging  house  adjoining,  the  top  rooms  being  void. 

In  making  inspections  and  on  visiting  premises  it  has 
always  been  considered  a  duty  not  only  to  point  out  defects 
or  insanitary  conditions,  but  to  advise  the  best  means  of 
remedying  such  defects.  Satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained. 

Notices. 

Intimations  of  nuisances  or  defects  have  been  given  in  471 
instances,  to  the  responsible  persons,  chiefly  in  the  form  of 
a  letter,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  again  record  good  results. 
In  123  instances  reports  as  to  nuisances  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  for  the  non-compliance  of 
the  requisitions  of  the  notices  issued  on  such  reports,  two 
cases  are  pending  proceedings.  148  printed  notices,  being 
extracts  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890, 
have  been  served  on  occupiers  of  houses  situated  in  common 
yards  and  passages,  calling  their  attention  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  as  to  the  keeping  of  such  courts  and  passages 
in  a  cleanly  state.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any 
further  proceedings. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

A  summary  of  the  various  works  executed  after  letters 
or  notices  issued  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  following 
table.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  uncompleted  works 
in  hand  and  many  others  under  consideration. 
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Description  of  Works  carried  out. 

After  letters  or  notices 
from 

Inspector. 

Committee. 

Houses  cleansed,  repaired,  and  limewashed 

(wholly  or  partly)  .... 

I07 

27 

Houses  put  in  good  order  (general  repairs) 

16 

3 

House  roofs  repaired  .... 

To  cease  to  inhabit  house  unfit  for 

1  O 

1 

human  habitation  .... 

13 

Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 

15 

3 

New  water  closets  constructed  . 

8 

Washhouses  repaired,  limewashed,  &c. 

5i 

6 

Closets  repaired,  limewashed,  &c. 

5i 

6 

Drains  cleared  ...... 

81 

10 

New  drains  laid  ..... 

14 

2 

Drains  repaired,  ventilated,  &c. 

16 

2 

New  glazed  scullery  sinks  fixed 

VS 

3 

New  drain  traps  fixed  .... 

14 

New  waste  pipes  fixed  .... 

8 

New  closet  pans  fixed  .  .  .  . 

Closets  supplied  with  water  (fittings  re- 

15 

1 

paired)  ...... 

29 

9 

Yards  repaved  or  paving  repaired 

48 

10 

Nuisances  from  swine  (removed) 
Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  re- 

1 

moved  ...... 

18 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  .... 
Other  sanitary  improvements  made  or 

1 

minor  defects  remedied 

42 

10 

Workshops .  Limewashed  .... 

Sanitary  accommodation  pro- 

1 1 

1 

vided  ..... 

r- 

o 

1 

W.C.  cleansed 

2 

Ventilated  .... 

1 

Over-crowded 

I 

1 

Bakehouses.  Limewashed  . 

hr 

/ 

3 

Laundries.  Limewashed  .... 

2 

Drain  provided 

I 

Drainage  of  floor  . 

I 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  executed  during  the  year, 
153  houses  being  repaired,  &c.,  11  leaky  house  roofs  re- 
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paired,  and  the  surfaces  of  58  yards,  chiefly  at  the  rear  of 
dwelling  houses,  repaved  or  repaired.  Eighteen  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  remedied. 


Houses  Built. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Building  Inspector  for  the  following 


information 


Houses  built.  Estimated 

1903 

isi 

;£l8  per  annum  a 

53 

I9°4 

- 

1 59 

37 

I9°5 

- 

196 

87 

1906 

- 

185 

78 

i9°7 

- 

151 

71 

1908 

- 

182 

58 

I9°9 

- 

152 

GO 

00 

1910 

- 

90 

9 

191 1 

- 

93 

5 

1912 

- 

89 

17 

*9l3 

- 

83 

34 

Totals 

I5 3 1 

487 

Note. — It  should  be  mentioned  that  although  the  figures 
are  correct  in  total,  one  year  overlaps  another.  For  instance, 
for  the  year  1913  plans  for  other  houses  than  those  shown  in 
that  year  have  been  submitted,  but  not  yet  built.  The  total 
number  of  plans  submitted  for  all  buildings  was  296. 

Drain  Testing. 

The  drainage  system  of  twelve  houses  have  been  tested, 
with  the  result  that  three  of  the  drains  were  found  to  be 
defective.  These  have  since  been  put  in  a  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion. 
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Calls  at  Offices,  Complaints,  &c. 

5,316  calls  at  the  Sanitary  Department  have  been  made. 
This  number  includes  applications  for  the  supply  of  disin¬ 
fectants,  &c. 

During  the  year  269  complaints  as  to  nuisances  have  been 
recorded  and  duly  attended  to. 

A  considerable  amount  of  correspondence  has  been  dealt 
with,  and,  in  view  of  the  many  anonymous  communications, 
I  may  say  that  all  information  received  is  confidential. 

538  letters  have  been  written. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  inspection  of  dwelling  vans  of 
the  persons  attending  the  pleasure  fairs  in  the  City  has  been 
carried  out.  It  is  satisfactory  to  again  record  that  there 
was  no  cause  for  complaint,  and  the  conditions  continue  to 
improve. 

The  particulars  with  regard  to  each  fair  are  embodied  in 
the  annexed  table  : — 


Fair. 

Vans 
used  as 
dwellings 

Luggage 

wagons. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Gloucester  Green 

l9 

30 

44 

27 

9 

St.  Giles’  - 

83 

135 

237 

89 

52 

St.  Clement’s 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

Totals 

IO4 

168 

286 

I  l8 

62 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  samples  procured  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  was  54.  Of  these,  18  were  informal, 
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obtained  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  trade 
carried  on  in  the  City. 

The  particulars  with  respect  to  the  various  samples  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Formal. 

Informal. 

Article. 

Genuine 

Adul¬ 

terated 

Total. 

Genuine 

Adul¬ 

terated 

Total. 

Butter  .... 

16 

16 

Milk  .... 

13 

3 

16 

Lard  .... 

2 

2 

Pepper 

E 

I 

,  , 

Mustard 

I 

I 

Aerated  Beverages 

•  • 

15 

1S 

Cream  .... 

2 

2 

Malted  Milk 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

I 

Totals 

33 

3 

36 

18 

•  • 

l8 

Milk. — Adulterated  samples  contained  4  per  cent,  and  7 
per  cent,  of  added  water  respectively,  and  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  vendor,  and  the  cases  were  dismissed  on 
payment  of  costs  amounting  to-  15s.  One  sample  was 
deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  6'6  per  cent,  of  natural 
amount.  No  proceedings  were  taken. 

The  cream  (labelled  Preserved  Cream)  contained  o'25  per 
cent,  and  o' 37  per  cent,  boric  acid. 


Remarks  on  Samples. 

Butter. — The  samples  contained  boric  acid  as  under  :  o' 16 
per  cent.,  C39  per  cent.,  *o'85  per  cent.,  o'i6  per  cent., 
o'26  per  cent.,  o'3  per  cent.,  o'2o  per  cent.,  C37  per  cent., 
o'48  per  cent.,  o'2o  per  cent.,  o'4o  per  cent. 


*  Vendor  cautioned. 
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Unsound  Food. 

The  undermentioned  articles  have  been  destroyed  during 
the  year  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  :  Beef,  114  lbs.  ; 
fat  hog ;  haddocks,  48  (dried)  ;  haddocks,  286  headless ; 
kippers,  go  pairs  ;  rock  salmon,  g  stone  ;  mackerel,  go. 

A  large  amount  of  bad  meat  has  been  voluntarily  destroyed 
by  the  owners. 

In  one  case  only  was  it  deemed  necessary  to  obtain  the 
order  of  a  justice. 

The  American  Gooseberry  Mildew  Order,  ign,  and 

Fruit  Order,  igi2. 

On  seven  occasions  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries  visited  Oxford.  Visits  have  been  made 
in  some  cases  in  company  with  the  Inspector,  and  a  number 
of  bushes  affected  with  the  disease  were  dealt  with. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Register  contain 
the  names  and  addresses  of  62  persons. 

The  premises  of  persons  registered  have  at  intervals  been 
inspected  and  found  to  be  generally  in  good  order. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  on  the  register  is  2g,  viz. , 
24  registered  and  5  licensed  subject  to  annual  renewal. 

These  premises  have  been  inspected  frequently,  and 
generally  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  whereon  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year.  In  one  instance  the  consent 
of  the  Council  in  writing  has  been  renewed  under  Section  112, 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  trade  of 
tripe  boiling  for  one  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  four  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
City,  with  accommodation  for  7g  lodgers. 
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During  the  year  35  inspections  have  been  made,  and  the 
premises  found  to  be  generally  in  good  order. 

r 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

The  number  of  houses  registered  have  been  reduced  by  the 
demolition  of  eight  houses  situated  in  Bookbinders’  Yard. 
In  all,  187  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 

To  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and 
Regulations  were  properly  carried  out,  29  inspections  of 
canal  boats  have  been  made.  The  boats  were  found  to  be 
kept  clean  and,  with  the  following  exceptions,  in  accordance 
with  the  Regulations  : — 

Registration  ...  ...  ...  2 

Certificate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Preliminary  notices  given  with  respect  to  the  infringe¬ 
ments  have  been  attended  to. 

On  Thursday,  the  19th  of  June,  Mr.  Owen  J.  Llewellyn, 
H.M.  Inspector  under  the  provisions  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
visited  Oxford,  and,  after  examining  the  books  kept  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  work,  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

Accompanying  the  canal  boats  inspected  were  23  men, 
12  women  and  11  children. 

The  ages  of  the  children  were  given  as  under  : — 


Girls. 
Under  1  year 
1  to  5  years 

5  t0  10 

10  to  12 


t) 


3 

2 


Boys. 

Under  1  year 
1  to  5  years 
5  to  10  „ 

10  to  14  „ 


o 

4 

o 

1 


Street  Cleansing. 

The  total  number  of  loads  of  street  sweepings  collected 
during  the  year  was  10,949,  being  1,143  *ess  than  the  pre- 
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vious  year.  The  greatest  number  of  loads  swept  up  and 
removed  on  a  single  week-day  was  90,  and  the  smallest  num¬ 
ber  20. 

The  waste-paper  baskets  provided  in  1912  have  proved 
advantageous  in  assisting  the  keeping  of  the  streets  free 
from  litter. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  number  of  loads  of  house  refuse  collected  and  de¬ 
posited  at  the  various  tips  shows  a  decrease,  being  17,355, 
as  against  17,478  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  loads  collected  ranged  from  46  to  68 
per  day. 

This  year  70  loads  of  refuse  have  been  used  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  raising  of  the  Trap  Grounds  Allotments,  making  a  total 
of  28,090  since  February,  1908.  160  loads  have  been  used 

for  a  similar  purpose  at  New  Botley,  making  a  total  of 
3,346  since  December,  1911. 

Some  idea  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
house  refuse  and  street  cleansing  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  table  : — 


Month. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings. 

Total. 

January 

■,515 

I>233 

2,748 

February  . 

G39° 

797 

2,187 

March 

>,554 

823 

2,377 

April  .... 

G439 

870 

2,3°9 

May  .... 

9496 

835 

2,33! 

June  .... 

1,264 

703 

9967 

July  .... 

1.383 

774 

2A57 

August 

9419 

772 

2,191 

September  . 

9409 

842 

2,251 

October 

B529 

9°7° 

2.599 

November  . 

M33 

1,065 

2,498 

December  . 

B524 

1,165 

2,689 

Totals. 

1 7,355 

IO,949 

28,304 
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Year. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings  or  Mud. 

Total. 

1904 

13,224 

10,220 

23,444 

I9°5 

i3,892 

10,089 

23>98t 

1906 

14,087 

IO*337 

24,424 

I9°7 

14,642 

12,689 

27,33! 

1 908 

1 5,656 

12,608 

28,264 

I9°9 

I7H36 

13,784 

3°,92° 

1910 

16,976 

13*773 

3°, 749 

19 1 1 

16,679 

1  Ii523 

28,202 

1912 

17,478 

I  2,092 

29,570 

I9I3 

0*355 

io,949 

28,304 

Dust  prevention  works  on  rather  an  extensive  scale  were 
carried  out  during  the  past  year  by  the  City  Engineer’s 
Department.  All  the  main  roads,  together  with  a  great 
number  of  branch  roads,  75  in  all,  and  a  length  of  ipf  miles, 
having  been  tar  sprayed. 

Tar  macadam  has  also  been  laid  during  the  year  in  lieu 
of  ordinary  macadamising  in  Cowley  Road,  from  Dawson 
Street  to  Circus  Street,  and  High  Street,  from  Longwall 
to  Carfax. 


Cleansing  of  Cab  Ranks,  &c. 

The  public  cab  ranks  have  been  regularly  cleansed  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  the  arrangements  made  for  the  cleansing 
of  the  surfaces  in  the  evening  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  footpaths  over  bridges,  and  other  pavements  for  which 
the  Corporation  are  responsible,  together  with  the  street 
crossings,  have  also  received  constant  attention  in  the  way 
of  cleansing. 

Street  Watering. 

Street  watering  was  commenced  on  March  19th,  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  1st  October.  The  main  thoroughfares  were 
watered  on  Sundays  when  considered  necessary. 
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Isis  Street  Yard. 

The  stud  of  horses  at  the  stables  number  28.  These  are 
used  in  connection  with  the  work  of  street  cleansing',  removal 
of  house  refuse,  street  watering,  and  cleansing  street  gullies. 


The  plant  at  the  present  time  consists  of  : — 

26  dust  carts. 

21  iron  tumbler  carts. 

17  water  vans. 

4  street  sweeping  machines. 

13  orderly  trucks. 

18  wheelbarrows. 

5  handcarts. 

2  snow  ploughs. 

3  hose  trucks. 

1  street  washing  apparatus. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  particulars  of  the  money-s  collected  during  the  year  are 
as  follows  : — 


Convenience. 

Lavatories. 

W.C.’s. 

Total. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

0. 

d. 

Rewley  Road 

5 

2 

O 

26 

14 

1 1 

3 1 

16 

1 1 

St.  Clement’s 

2 

15 

6 

24 

6 

5 

27 

1 

1 1 

St.  Giles’ 

36 

8 

9 

36 

8 

9 

Blue  Boar  St. 

St.  Clement’s 

24 

2 

8 

24 

2 

8 

(Ladies) 

7 

10 

15 

14 

8 

1 6 

2 

6 

St.  Giles’  (Ladies) 

1 

9 

2 

5° 

7 

2 

5 1 

16 

4 

Totals 

9 

14 

6 

177 

14 

7 

187 

9 

I 
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The  number  of  women  and  children  making  use  of  the  free 
accommodation  at  the  ladies’  conveniences  during  the  year  is 
as  under 


1  st  quarter 

- 

St.  Giles’. 
3,990 

St.  Clement’s. 
2,892 

2nd  quarter 

- 

3>634 

3, 0X2 

3rd  quarter 

- 

3*825* 

3*399 

4th  quarter 

- 

3*592 

2,853 

*  Not  including  St.  Giles’  Fair  days. 

Bathing  Places,  &c. 


The  Bathing  Places  were  well  attended  throughout  the 
season,  and  an  extension  of  time  for  keeping  the  Bathing 
Places  open  was  granted  until  October  12th. 

Dr.  Williams  again  kindly  opened  the  Bathing  Place  at 
Summerfields  to  the  residents  of  Summertown  and  district, 
from  4th  August  to  19th  September. 

For  reference,  the  times  of  opening  and  closing  the  Bath- 
ing  Places  are  re-printed,  as  also^  the  times  relating  to  the 
Free  Ferry. 

The  Free  Ferry  and  path  leading  thereto  was  closed  on 
Monday,  17th  November,  in  order  to  prevent  any  claim  as 
a  public  right-of-way. 

Bathing  Places. 

Time  of  opening  : — 

Weekdays — 

During  May  from  6  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

,,  June  and  July  „  „  8.30  p.m. 

,,  August  „  ,,  8  p.m. 

„  September  „  „  7  „ 

Sundays — 

'Fumbling  Bay  (Males)  from  6  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

„  ,,  (Females)  ,,  ,,  10  a.m. 

Long  Bridges  (Males  ,,  ,,12  noori 

„  ,,  (Females)  ,,  „  10  a.m. 

St.  Ebbe’s  ,,  „  „ 

St.  Clement’s  ,,  ,,  ,, 
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A  new  bathing  place  for  females  was  opened  at  Tumbling 
Bay  on  July  31st,  1913. 

On  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  from  3  to  5  p.m.,  St. 
Clement’s  Bathing  Place  was  reserved  for  the  use  of  females. 

Free  Ferry. 


During 

January 

from 

7- 30 

a.m. 

to  5.0 

p.m. 

>  > 

February 

y  y 

7-3° 

y  y 

5-30 

>  > 

March 

y  y 

7-3o 

y  y 

7.0 

y  > 

>  > 

April 

y  y 

7.0 

y  y 

8.0 

yy 

>  y 

May 

y  y 

6.0 

y  y 

8.30 

y  y 

>  > 

June 

y  y 

6.0 

y  y 

9-i5 

y  y 

5  > 

July 

y  y 

6.0 

y  y 

9-i5 

y  y 

>  y 

August 

y  y 

6.0 

y  y 

8.30 

y  y 

y  > 

September 

>i 

6.0 

y  y 

‘7-3° 

y  y 

>  y 

October 

y  y 

7.0 

y  y 

6.0 

y  y 

y  > 

November 

y  y 

7-3o 

y  y 

5-o 

y  y 

>  j 

December 

y  y 

7-3° 

y  y 

5-° 

y  y 

Playgrounds. 

The  three  playgrounds — St.  Ebbe’s,  St.  Thomas’,  and  St. 
Clement’s — under  my  care  have  been  well  attended. 

Disinfection,  &c. 

The  disinfecting  station  is  situated  in  the  grounds  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  articles  have  been 
disinfected  : — 


Beds  and  mattresses 

- 

- 

288 

Pillows  and  bolsters 

- 

- 

536 

Blankets  - 

- 

- 

285 

Carpets  - 

- 

- 

13 

Articles  of  clothing,  &c. 

- 

- 

884 

2006 
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By  written  permission,  the  following  articles  were  removed 
and  destroyed  : — 

Beds  and  mattresses  -  91 

Pillows  and  bolsters  -  -  -  1 1 

Other  articles  -  2 
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Assistance  has  been  rendered  to  occupiers  when  verminous 
houses  have  been  met  with. 

In  many  cases  rooms  have  been  fumigated,  and  in  some 
instances  the  whole  of  the  house  has  been  dealt  with. 

Satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained,  and  the  occupiers 
very  much  appreciate  the  facilities  for  obtaining  disinfecting 
fluid,  which  many  of  them  use  for  cleansing  purposes,  more 
especially  in  their  bedrooms. 

In  3 77  instances  the  disinfection  of  premises,  &c.,  has  been 
carried  out,  539  rooms  being  disinfected. 

The  general  method  of  disinfecting  a  house  after  a  case  of 
infectious  disease  is  to  spray  the  walls,  floors,  fittings,  &c., 
with  a  disinfecting  solution  (formalin). 

The  work  of  cleansing  and  disinfecting  the  surfaces  of  the 
yards,  courts  and  passages  was  again  carried  out  during  the 
summer.  In  no  case  was  refuse  or  matter  likely  to  decom¬ 
pose  allowed  to  remain. 

Yards  can  be  best  disinfected  by  keeping  the  surfaces  in 
a  good  state  of  repair  and  flushing  freely  with  water. 

The  disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
is  carried  out  free  of  charge  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

Prevention  of  Consumption. 

This  year,  in  72  instances,  97  rooms,  bedding,  &c.,  have 
been  disinfected  free  of  charge,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  consumption. 
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Ten  portable  shelters  have  been  erected  and  kept  under 
observation. 

Cattle  Market. 

The  cleansing  of  the  Cattle  Market  has  been  regularly 
carried  out  after  each  weekly  market  by  the  staff  of  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Department. 


Destruction  of  Rats. 

When  complaints  as  to  rats  have  been  received,  assistance 
has  been  rendered  with  a  view  to  their  extermination. 

Rat  poison  has  been  supplied  to  responsible  persons. 

From  the  foregoing  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  office 
work  has  demanded  a  considerable  amount  of  time,  not  only 
in  the  keeping  of  the  necessary  books  and  records,  but  also 
to  deal  with  the  large  amount  of  correspondence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  J.  HULL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


